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Dear Friends,  
    
          On the second Sunday of every Advent we are presented with the figure of St. John the Baptist. 
Today’s gospel comes from Luke, and, it is the most detailed and precise when relating the activities 
of the precursor that preceded Christ’s public life. We see a very definite attention to detail when we 
hear about the exact time when the Baptist appeared. This certainly underscores the credibility of this 
account. There is no vagueness but, rather, an exquisite attention to detail. This precise moment is  
absolutely crucial when preparing the way of the Redeemer and, Luke leaves no room for doubt. It 
was precisely at this moment that the “word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the  
wilderness.” 
 
     The gospel account contends that all of this occurs in order to fulfill the words of the prophet  
Isaiah. This prophecy of Isaiah is also mentioned in the other accounts but, only St. Luke includes the 
last verse, “and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” In other words, it is clear that the mission of 
Christ is to be directed to all nations and not only to the chosen people of the Old Covenant. This 
theme is already present here in this account of the activity of John the Baptist. This is the central 
theme of the gospel. Salvation is not to be limited to a geographical and cultural reality. It is  
dependent upon the free response of the person to the call to conversion. As we hear, John preached a 
“baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” This clearly underscores the inseparable link  
between the call to conversion and the actual resonance in the life of the believer. In other words, the 
response of the believer in Christ cannot simply be a statement without concrete action. Authentic 
conversion must necessarily be reflected in the life and thoughts of the one responding to the Lord’s 
call to repentance.  
 
     St. Paul continues this thought in today’s second reading. He is confident that the “one who began 
the good work” in all of us “will continue to complete it until the day of the Christ Jesus.” This is  
obviously the call to a continual growth in the spiritual life. The apostle continues by saying that his 
prayer for each one of us is that our “love may increase  ever more and more in knowledge and every 
kind of perception, to discern what is of value, so that (we) may be pure and blameless for the day of 
Christ.” In other words, Paul is calling all believers in Christ to a continual process of conversion. 
Nothing could be more appropriate for the season of Advent. As we know, Advent is not only a time 
of expectation. It is also a renewed call to grow in love and knowledge of Christ through a process of 
continual conversion to the Lord. As we draw nearer to the coming of the Lord may we remember that 
authentic piety always demands a greater surrender to the will of God in every aspect of our lives. In 
the words of Paul this continual turning to the Lord will produce the desired “fruit of righteousness 
that comes through Jesus Christ, for the glory and praise of God.”    
 
 

In Christ, 
Fr. Steven 

 

Second Sunday of  Advent 
December 9, 2018 

A Message From our Pastor.... 



 

 

Happy 20th  
Ordination Anniversary 

Father Steven 
Congratulations on your 20th 

priestly anniversary, Father Steven! Thank you 
for your service to St. Joseph. May God bless 

you always. You are a priest forever! 
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Candlelight Mass 
Tonight at 6:00 pm 

This Mass counts toward 
Sunday Obligation. 

Youth Ministry Programs:  
Grow in Discipleship and Friendship 
For ages 13+: Join us on Tuesday nights from  
7:00-8:30 pm in the youth room located in the school 
building in room 101. 
For ages 6-12: Join the Blue Knights & Little Flowers 
on Tuesday afternoons from 4:00-5:00 pm in the school 
building in room 103. 

Knights of Columbus 
Council 1204             presents…… 
St. Joseph’s Parish Christmas Breakfast and 

Fr. Steven’s 20th Ordination Anniversary  
Celebration 

 

Mark your calendar for Sunday morning,  
December 16th in the School Cafeteria. 

Giving Tree 
St. Joseph’s Giving Tree committee 
would like to thank everyone that  
participated in this year’s Giving Tree for 
the needy children of Harvard. The gifts 
are due back today so that the committee can begin to sort  
and prepare to distribute the gifts. Please return your gifts to 
church today or tomorrow at the latest to the Ministry  
Center. Thank you for your generosity! 

Save the Dates for Women’s 
Emmaus Retreat  
Women, come learn how to recognize Jesus 
in your daily life through witness, small 
group sharing and reflection time at an Emmaus Retreat, where 
women minister to each other, free from distractions. It is a 
weekend of joyful camaraderie, sharing, growing, eating laugh-
ing and maybe shedding a tear or two. Holy Apostles, McHen-
ry, is offering the next Women’s Emmaus Retreat is March 29 
through 31, 2019. Save these dates to your calendars now!  

 



 

 

In today’s Gospel John the Baptist urges us to 
“Prepare the way of the Lord,” and this is what Advent 
is all about. We are called to help prepare the way of 
the Lord by making the real meaning of Christmas 

come alive in our own hearts, in our family and to reach out to 
those in need. 
Is there a family you know who needs assistance? Please 
call the Society of St. Vincent de Paul so that together we 
can help the suffering and poor to celebrate Christmas. 

 
 

 
                                                                   
Mon.    Dec. 10 8:30 am Harry and Roselyn Loft by Mass 
   Memorial 
Tues.   Dec. 11 8:30 am    Evelyn Aubrecht by Eileen King 
Wed.   Dec. 12 8:30 am Walter Bober by Don and Susan 
   Smith 
Thurs. Dec. 13 8:30 am Norbertine Fathers of St. Michael’s 
   Abbey 
Fri.      Dec. 14 8:30 am Greg Leikam by Mass Memorial 
Sat.     Dec. 15 5:00 pm Gigi Cavin by Gene Cavin 
Sat.     Dec. 15 7:00 pm   Misa en Español 
Sun.    Dec. 16 8:00 am Jenny Pidgeon by Erwin and Mary 
   Ann Schmid 
Sun.    Dec. 16         9:30 am   Misa en Español 
Sun.    Dec. 16       11:00 am   For the People 
Sun.    Dec. 16       12:30 pm   Misa en Español 

 
 

 
 

Liturgical Roles 
 

ALTAR SERVERS  
Sat.     5:00 pm 12/15 Patrick Sergent, Joey Klimczak 
Sun.    8:00 am        12/16 Michelle and Charlie Dollman 
Sun.  11:00 am        12/16 Cesar Pelayo, Christian Olson 
 
 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
Sat.     5:00 pm      12/15 Mike Grieshop, Joe Nolan, Char 
   Zuhlke, Mary Rasmussen 
Sun.    8:00 am     12/16 Bill Gibson, Erwin Schmid, Ken  
   Basel, Elena Hoeflich 
Sun.  11:00 am        12/16 Diana Jenkins 
 
 
LECTORS  
Sat.     5:00 pm 12/15 Kelly Sergent 
Sun.    8:00 am 12/16 Deb Keane 
Sun.   11:00 am       12/16 David Dollman 
 
 

GREETERS 
Sat.     5:00 pm     12/15 Ray Lipinski, Cathy Schreiber 
Sun.    8:00 am        12/16 Will White, Tom Boltz 
Sun.   11:00 am       12/16 Mike Deneen, Dave Decker 

STEWARDSHIP OF  TREASURE                      
Weekly Budgeted Income Needed..........$7,860.00 

December 2, 2018 
7 

Adult Collection Received (Week 23)……$5,377.58 
Offertory Received (Week 23)…..$1,930.63 

Children’s Collection Received (Week 23)…….$305.25 
Total Collection Received (Week 23)…....$7,613.46 

Year-to-Date Budgeted Income Needed (Week 23)….$180,780.00 
Year-to-Date Actual Income Received (Week 23)…….$159,196.67 

Overage/(Shortage) to date (Week 23)……$(21,583.33) 
 

 

 

“For it is in giving that we receive.”  
~St. Francis of Assisi  

 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

 

What’s Happening This Week... 
December 10…..BINGO  7:00 PM School Cafeteria 
December 11…..Choir Practice 5:15 Youth 
December 11…..Tae Kwon Do  6:00 PM School Cafeteria 
December 11…..St. Vincent de Paul  6:00 PM Ministry Center  
December 12....Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 9 am—6:00 pm  
December 13.….Choir Practice 4:00 Childrens/ 7:00 Adults Church  
December 13…..Tae Kwon Do  6:00 PM School Cafeteria 
December 15.....Tae Kwon Do  10:30 AM School Cafeteria 

Andrew, Mary Ann Belfiore, Frances Benzmiller, Richard Blazer, 
August Brender,  Charolette Casanas, Rozetta Clark, Mary Lou 
Collier, Terri Conklin, Kim Cooper, Shannon and Frank Cosatino, 
Kara Ferguson, Kelli Figueroa, Cesar Rojas Figueroa, Doug Flem-
ing, Jesus Garcia, Luella Graves, Becky Greco, Don Hanson, Ruth 
Henderson, John Hoffman,  CoCo Inghram, Mary J., Lorraine 
Karmis, Riley Konieczki, Sheri Konieczki, Erin Kruckenberg, George 
Kruckenberg, Chuck Long, Sheila Malinowski, Mardee Marden, Nick 
Martin, Christine May, Aleeah McCarthy & Family, Laurette 
McSweeney, Olivia Morris, Amy Nesbitt, Bradley Nolan, John 
Noonen, Pat Olson, Veronica Ortega, Andy Ostrowski, Jeff Pe-
renchio, Ronald Platt, Virginia Prejna, Bob Raupp, Nicholas 
Riordan, Liz Schaumburg, Ray Schumer,  Eric Seagren, Geri Selep, 
Sebastian Soliz, Catherine Smith, Richard Streit, Karon Szczap, 
Kaitlyn Teeter, Justin Thomas, Mary Alice Traeder, John & Delores 
Trotter, Danielle Waltman, Dianne Wojcieszek, Sue Wright, Bob 
Witt, Judith Zeien.
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Thank you so much to all who helped clean our church for 
Christmas! You did a fabulous job! So much more was done 

than we could have asked of you. May our Dear Lord bless you 
and your families for all your hard work. Thank You! 

Readings for the week of December 9, 2018 
Sunday: Bar  5:1-9/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 [3]/Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/
Lk 3:1-6 
Monday: Is 35:1-10/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14 [Is 35:4f]/
Lk 5:17-26 
Tuesday: Is 40:1-11/Ps 96:1-2, 3 and 10ac, 11-12, 13 [Is 
40:10ab]/Mt 18:12-14 
Wednesday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Jdt 
13:18bcde, 19 [15:9d]/Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47 
Thursday: Is 41:13-20/Ps 145:1 and 9, 10-11, 12-13ab [8]/Mt 
11:11-15 
Friday: Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [Jn 8:12]/Mt 11:16-19 
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16, 18-19 [4]/
Mt 17:9a, 10-13 
Next Sunday: Zep 3:14-18a/Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 [6]/Phil 4:4-7/Lk 
3:10-18  



 

 

 The Harvard Food Pantry 
  The Food Pantry provides basic foods to those who demonstrate a need. The Pantry is staffed by members of  
  various faith communities of Harvard, including St. Joseph. The Pantry is located at 6817 Harvard Hills Road and  
  is open on Tuesdays, 9:30 am to 11:30 am and 1:30 pm to 5:00 pm. The Food Pantry can be reached at  

        815-943-4909 or  harvardcfp@gmail.com. 
 St. Joseph’s Renewed Treasures 
 A ministry designed to provide clothing and miscellaneous household items to everyone at very affordable  prices, 
 and to the needy at no cost. Join this all Volunteer Ministry that is located at 105 S. Ayer St. Phone number is  

    943-7690.                                                                                           
  St. Vincent de Paul Society 
    St. Vincent de Paul exists to bear witness to Christ by serving the poor.  Meetings are the 2nd and 4th Tuesday’s  
    at 6:00 pm at St. Joseph’s Ministry Center. Please call 815-943-6406 Ext. 223 to leave a message. 
    Respect Life    
   A ministry designed to foster a Pro-Life attitude in our families, parish, community and world, by creating  
    awareness and Spiritual  support of life issues from conception to natural death. Open to ALL volunteers.  
    Please call the Ministry Center at 815-943-6406. 

Sacrament of Baptism 
The  Sacrament of Baptism  is celebrated at 10:00 am on the 2nd and 4th Saturday each month. Parents are required to  
participate in a pre-baptismal catechesis. Baptismal classes will be made by appointment only at the Parish Ministry Center.                                                                                      
Sacrament of First Holy Communion and Confirmation 
In order for students to participate in 1st Holy Communion of Confirmation Sacramental programs, families must be registered and  
participating members of St. Joseph Catholic Church for at least 6 months before sacramental classes begin. Participation will be recorded 
by the use of Mass envelopes to be used at weekly Sunday or Saturday Vigil Masses. 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered: Sundays 7:30-7:45 am, Sundays 10:45-11:00 am, Wednesday 5:00-5:45 pm,  
Thursdays 9:15-9:45 am, Thursdays 6:00-6:45 pm, Saturdays from 4:00-4:30 pm or  by appointment. 
Sacrament of Marriage 
So that the process of sacramental preparation for marriage may be scheduled and completed by the Pastoral Staff, all marriage  
arrangements must begin AT LEAST six (6) months in advance of the desired date. It is the official policy of the Diocese of Rockford that 
those to be married must be at least 19 years old and that they take part in an instructional program that includes  pre-marriage retreats. No 
wedding will be scheduled after 2 pm on Saturday. 
Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 
Individual anointing is given whenever requested by a person in need. Please call either Father Steven Clarke or the Parish Ministry Center. 
Homebound Visitation 
Pastoral care of our sick through visitation and the reception of the Holy Eucharist is coordinated by Mrs. Diane Kirchner (815-403-8005). 
Please call her to receive Holy Communion in your home. 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Adoration is from 9:00 am to 6:00 pm in the Chapel every Wednesday, following the 8:30 am mass; Visitors are always  
welcome.  If you can sign up for a specific hour every week as an adorer or substitute please call office.  
Live, Laugh, Love Group 
A support group for those facing cancer to share their strength, struggles and joy in faith and support of each other meeting  
every other Tuesday evening. Please contact the Ministry Center for additional information. 
Bulletin Announcements/Materials 
Any material for this bulletin MUST be in the Parish Ministry Office or emailed to churchoffice@stjosephharvard.org by noon on Monday  
prior to the date of publication. Thank you for your cooperation. 
Finance Council Members 
Father Steven Clarke, Fr. Carlos Monsalve,  Mabel Esquivel, Deacon Tony Koss, Ray Lipinski, Raul Meza, Bob Sergent, Bill Vanderstappen 
(Chairman). 
Pastoral Council Members 
Father Steven Clarke, Diana Jenkins,  Judy Lovell, Pat Meyer, Erika Mondragon, Juan Perez, Teddi Salas, Sue  Vanderstappen. 

 This is our Community 

 

 This is our Parish 



 

 

 

Posadas                                                                                            
Estaremos llevando  a cabo nuestras tradicionales posa-
das. De lunes a viernes 5 PM rezo del Rosario y              
confecciones, 6 PM  misa seguida por un convivio. 

Domingo 16, 12:00 PM  Iglesia  2 PM– Escuela -JPC. 

Lunes 17, 5 PM Iglesia 7 PM Convento - Emaus M. 

Martes 18, 5 PM Iglesia  7 PM  PQSC -Convento 

Miércoles 19, 5 PM Iglesia 7 PM Escuela ACC. 

Jueves 20, 5 PM Iglesia  7 PM Escuela-  
Pastoral familiar.  

Viernes 21, 5 PM Iglesia  7 PM-  Convento 
Emaus H. 

Sábado 22,  6 PM Iglesia Ujieres Ministros 
de Eucaristia Lectores 8 PM -Convento. 

Domingo 23, 12:00 PM  Iglesia 2 PM Escuela- Catequesis.  
Si a usted le gustaría hacer alguna donación para el compartir en las 
posadas o para el 12 de diciembre, déjenos saber llamando a la           
oficina al  815-943-9000.  

Desayuno de los Caballeros de Colón 

Los Caballeros de Colóninvitan a toda la comunidad a su 
desayuno que tendrán el domingo 16 de diciembre 
despues de la misa de 8 AM Y 9:30 AM en la cafe-
teria de la escuela donacián voluntaria.Venga 
con todsa su familia !Los Esperamos! 
 

 Misas y Confesiones Durante La Semana 
Lunes, martes, miercoles y jueves.                                
Las confesiones son a las 5:00 pm y misa 6:00 
pm El Sacramento de Reconciliación, es un sacra-
mento de curación. Cuando voy a confesarme es 
para  curarme, el alma y curarme el cora-
zón de algo que he hecho que no está 

Jesús, promesa de Dios 
viene a Salvarnos. 

 

En la primera lectura de este segundo domingo de Ad-
viento el profeta no solamente invita imperativamente a 
despojarse de todo luto y tristeza, sino que también or-
dena ponerse los vestidos de fiesta y es más, anuncia 
que Dios mismo guiará a Israel con alegría, a la luz de 
su gloria, con su justicia y su misericordia. Es que la 
justicia de Dios se manifiesta no cuando condena o 
juzga sino cuando Él salva, rescata y le devuelve 
todo el esplendor a su pueblo gracias a su miseri-
cordia. 
 
El evangelista Lucas nos sitúa en unas coordenadas his-
tóricas concretas, en un tiempo y lugar determinados 
(imperio romano, procurador romano en Judea, poder 
religioso en Jerusalén, río Jordán, desierto de Judea). 
Nos quiere hacer pensar que Dios se ha hecho historia, 
su palabra se ha encarnado y se manifiesta en personas 
concretas: Juan, la voz que grita en el desierto.  La 
profecía de Isaías se concreta en la persona de Juan que 
invita a la conversión y al bautismo para el perdón de los 
pecados. 
Hoy esa misma voz sigue gritando… en el desierto… 
Simbólicamente el desierto da mucho que pensar. El 
desierto de nuestros días puede tener múltiples senti-
dos. 
  
La voz de Juan el bautista nos invita a la conversión, una 
conversión que implica enderezar nuestros caminos, 
nuestras vidas; rebajar los montes y colinas de nuestro 
orgullo, vanidad, de lo superfluo, de discriminación, de 
desprecio, de intolerancia y prejuicios de todo tipo, etc. 
Una conversión que nos invita a rellenar los valles de 
nuestros vacíos existenciales, afectivos, de fe, de confi-
anza y esperanza. Una conversión que invita a allanar y 
nivelar todo aquello que es áspero en nuestras vidas, en 
nuestras comunidades, en nuestra iglesia y por qué no, 
en nuestra sociedad. 
 
En este segundo domingo de adviento es-
tamos invitados a reflexionar sobre la invi-
tación que nos hace Juan el Bautista 
hoy: ¿Creemos realmente que el Señor 
viene a nuestras vidas y que necesitamos 
prepararnos? 
 
Este domingo destila esperanza y alegría, 
nos invita a ser gente que da lo mejor de 
sí para hacer realidad la justicia y miseri-
cordia de Dios porque creemos inque-
brantablemente que todo el mundo verá la 
salvación de Dios.  
 
¡El Señor ya viene! 

Selebración De La Virgen de Guadalupe                               
12 de Diciembre, 2018. Parroquia San Jose 
Harvard, IL.                                                                                       
La Iglesia estará abierta desde la misa 6 PM del dia martes. 
12:00 A.M Grupo Musical Realeza                       
1;00  A.M Excelencia 
2:00  A.M Mariachi 
3:00  A.M Rosario 
3:30  A.M La Charita                                                         
4:00 A.M Apariciones de la Virgen                                             
5:00 A.M Misa Principal (Coro Santa Cecilia)                                
6:00 P.M.Misa. (Coro Angeles De Dios) 
                                                                                                                                          


